A& Constructlon of the Hurrlicanes ot Can Car

Made in Fort William

The Local History of the Hawker Hurricane

By Kat Lyzun

wring the Second
DWDT[-d War, tha small

city of Fort William,
Ontane became a vital part
of the Allied war effort. What
is now the Alstom plant on
Maontreal Strest was known
as Canadian Car and Fourdry
(Can Car), and Tor a time was
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Canada, producing thousands

of aircraft for the Royal Air
Force.

Can Car entered the
aviation game in 19348,
producing & biplane called
the Grumman G-23 Goblin, By
1938, with war on the horzon,
the Brteh wera looking for
places to produce aircraft
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Feoart Whlliam, in the centre of

¥ Fully azsambled Howher Hisricans

Canada, was not an obvious
choica for a warplana facility.
But after succassful lobhying
by cabimet rminister C.E. Howe,
who was also representing
the Port Arthur nding, Can
Car secured 3 contract to
mianufacture one of Britain’s
micst advanced fighter planes,
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David Kemp is a director

¥ Hawker Hurricens on display st

with tha Maorthwastem Ontano
Aviation Hertage Centra,
Ha pxplains that the Hawkar
Humecane was an ideal agcratt
for the plant to adept to. "It
was realby a transrtional aircraft
between the biplanes of the
First Word War, the 205 and
3]s, to manoplanas [with one
el ol wirlgs]_' b SaYs. gl ]
wias miach more efficient, with
less drag because there was
only cne wing and none of
the struts and wires and such
things. [The Humcane] was the
first monoplane that had bsen
buwilt in Britain, and it turnad

the Hengar Flight Buseurn in Calgery

cut to be a good one.”

Thez winggs and frame from
the cockpit forward were
metal, but the rear fuselage
was covered with fabric, which
made it much easierto repairif
a bullet or shell went through
ik [t waas a stromg, sturchy plare
that played a eritical mle during
the war, including repelling
aerial attacks during the Battle
of Britain.

Detwean 1740 and 1943,
Zan Car built 1,400 Hawker
Hurricanes, or abouwt 10% of
the total Humcane production,
Elsin MacGill, the first femala
seronautical engineer in
Canada, had been working
et Can Car since 1938,
onginally designing a training
plane intended for the Royal
Camadian Adr Forooe, Whon
the plant shifted gears to
start producing the Hawker
Hurricane, it was MacGill's
job to ensure they could
build the planes to Hawkers
specifications. This she did
with graat succass, aarming
har the moniker *Cueen of
the Hurnicanes.”

Under her leadership,
Can Car's enthusiastic and
skilled workers weare soon
manufactuning these aircraft
Just &s well as their British
counterparts—a remarkabla
faat. [t also matterad that
MacGill was a woman, as
some A0% of the workoers
in the plant were women
as well. These “Rosies of
the Morth” are featured
in an axcellent interactive
wabsite (rosiesofthenorth.
ca) and a documentary by




bocal filmmaker Kelly Saxberg.

I'he plant went on to
produce Curtiss Helldivers
once the Hawker contract was
wp, and while the Helldivar
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plane, the Hurricaines were
dependable workhorses. Of
the 14,000 ever built in total,
47 are krowen to still be out
there worldwide on display,
being restored, and =0 on, OF
thosa, 19 are still airworthy.
The neatest thing abaut that?
Ten of those ainsorthy planes
were produced right here at
Can Car.

Additional soaurcas:
Buiation in Thunder Bay by Jim
Lyzun; tha Nartherm Ontario

Aviation Heritage Centra,
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